
































cthousingopportunity.org  
has resources, data, and research tools.

Questions? Contact Litchfield County 
Center for Housing Opportunity,  
Director Jocelyn Ayer:  
jocelyn@thehousingcollective.org

Follow us for the  
latest updates.  

GET INVOLVED

Center for Housing 
Opportunity, Litchfield County
facilitates a coordinated, regional 
response to address housing 
affordability in Litchfield County, 
aligning and delivering critical 
resources, data, and technical 
assistance to municipalities and non-
profit housing organizations including:

 ⊲ Community engagement,  
education, and advocacy

 ⊲ Capacity building support

 ⊲ Housing plan implementation 
assistance

 ⊲ Collective impact approach

Regional Plan Association (RPA) 
RPA is an independent non-profit civic organization that develops and 
promotes ideas to improve the economic health, environmental resil-
iency, and quality of life of the New York metropolitan area. RPA conducts 
research on the environment, land use, and good governance, and 
advises cities, communities, and public agencies.

CENTER FOR
HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
LITCHFIELD COUNTY

The Housing Collective 

The Housing Collective is a CT-based nonprofit agency that applies 
a Collective Impact framework to deliver solutions to the most press-
ing housing problems. Focused on ending homelessness and creating 
equitable housing opportunities for all, the Housing Collective provides 
the leadership and support that enables productive, regional collaboration 
across organizations and sectors and drives systems change.

Partnership for Strong Communities (PSC)
PSC is a statewide nonprofit policy and advocacy organization dedicated 
to ending homelessness, expanding affordable housing, and building 
strong communities in Connecticut. PSC creates and promotes proven 
solutions for homelessness, supportive and affordable housing, and com-
munity development and connects key state and federal policymakers, 
local officials, corporate leaders and non-for-profit organizations.

Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation
Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation strengthens communities 
through philanthropy and leadership. Berkshire Taconic Community 
Foundation responds to regional priority issues while addressing their 
root causes, expanding the role of philanthropy as a force for change.

Northwest CT Community Foundation 

Northwest CT Community Foundation seeks to enrich the quality of life 
for residents of Northwest Connecticut by inspiring local philanthropy, 
convening stakeholders in community welfare, strengthening the regional 
nonprofits network and fostering collaborative funding partnerships.

Foundation for Community Health (FCH)
Serving the greater Harlem Valley of New York and the northern Litchfield 
Hills of Connecticut, FCH works to create the conditions required for 
health, well-being, and equity. To accomplish their mission, FCH makes 
grants, conducts research, provides technical assistance, and supports 
collaboration and advocacy.

PARTNERS 
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Regional Legislative Priorities – 2022 Session 
 

We continue to plead with the state to do no harm. The 21-member towns of the NHCOG are 
still struggling to recover from many challenging issues and un-met needs in the wake of COVID-
19. Many of the costs incurred by our towns are not being covered by federal and state 
programs, and municipal revenues continue to decline or are limited. Support from our area 
legislators is more critical than ever as we seek to be resilient and bounce back from this 
unprecedented pandemic. Our residents continue to struggle day in and day out to survive 
during this inflation, job insecurity and financial instability. Your assistance is critical in 
supporting the following legislative priorities of the member towns of the NHCOG.  
 
1) Develop a strategic plan and legislation to effectively address the municipal solid waste 
crisis in Connecticut.  

• Creation of an implementable strategic plan and state financial support is critical to 
addressing the financial and technological issues faced by MIRA so that it can become a 
reliable and sustainable resource for our municipalities over the long term. 

 
2)  Partner with our communities to control taxes and make Connecticut affordable.  

• Use state surplus funds to address state debt and removing the burden from small 
towns and businesses such as i.e, teacher pensions, etc. 

• Sponsor legislation to provide for virtual or hybrid town meetings over the long-term in 
cooperation with Connecticut’s Freedom of Information Commission. 

• Support continued mandate relief measures. In particular, enact a higher prevailing 
wage threshold for renovation projects similar to what was done for new construction.   

• Sponsor legislation that would allow towns, at local option, to adopt bi-annual budgets 
to enable longer-term budgeting and cost savings in municipalities. 

• Sponsor legislation that would enable towns in a regional school district to adopt a 3-5 
year rolling average for municipal assessments to minimize the fiscal impact in any one 
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given year. Provide enabling legislation for the establishment of a Board of Finance for 
Regional Schools to better monitor and control spending. 

3) Support voluntary regionalization and shared services.  
• The member towns of the NHCOG have long supported voluntary regionalism and have 

already regionalized many municipal facilities (schools, health districts, emergency 
dispatch) and services (cooperative purchasing, regional equipment sharing). Any new 
proposals should be presented as well-researched options and not state mandates. 

• Support maintenance of funding for COGs and the Regional Performance Incentive 
Program to enable planning and implementation of additional shared services. 

 
4) Support implementation of the region’s Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 
(CEDS) and other regional plans. 

• Connecting every home and business to fiber-optic broadband is essential to long-term 
economic progress in our region and a core strategy in our CEDS Plan. We need state 
and federal support to help this initiative become a reality. 

• Pass legislation requiring PURA to adopt One Touch Make Ready (OTMR) regulations. 
OTMR would streamline the process of attaching new fiber-optic wire to utility poles 
saving hundreds of dollars per pole and more than a year of time for municipalities trying 
to address their high speed broadband needs. 

• Support the state, regional and local efforts now underway to address the un-met needs 
resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
*  *  *  *  * 

 


